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Introduction

This document includes the European Call for Creative Organists 2026, published in February
2026, together with a short report on the process and outcome of the selection of creative organists
carried out under the Spiritual Music project.

The call was promoted by the project partnership: Musicamorfosi (Italy, coordinator), Taller de
Musics (Spain) and the Jazz Festivals & Events Foundation (Romania). The initial deadline of the
call was set for 19 April, but in order to receive more applications, it was extended to 30 May.

The final selection was announced on 30 June.

All information regarding the call has been published at the following link:
https://www.musicamorfosi.it/spiritual-music-creative-europe/




SPIRITUAL MUSIC

EUROPEAN CALL FOR CREATIVE ORGANISTS
16 February — 19 April 2026

SUBMISSION DEADLINE EXTENDED TO 30 MAY 2026

Introduction and context

Within the framework of the European Union’s Creative Europe programme, the project “Spiritual Music”,
developed by a network of European cultural partners- Musicamorfosi (ltaly), Taller de Musics (Spain),
Jazz Festivals & Events (Romania) - promotes research, creation, and dissemination of contemporary
spiritual music, with particular attention to the dialogue between tradition and new musical languages.
Within this context, a CALL is launched for the selection of creative organists, aimed at fostering, at a
European level, innovative artistic practices related to organ music, experimentation, and approaches that
transcend traditional boundaries and established musical genres.

Subject of the CALL

This CALL is addressed to creative organists interested in exploring the relationship between organ, spiritual
music, vocality, and contemporaneity, through an open, inclusive, and potentially interdisciplinary approach.
The selection aims to identify artistic profiles capable of:

¢ interpreting the organ as a living, contemporary instrument

e engaging in dialogue with different repertoires and musical languages

e demonstrating an aptitude for dissemination and artistic cross-pollination
Eligibility
The CALL is open to:

e organists aged 18 or over

e citizens and/or residents of European Union member states

e professionals or artists with proven performance experience

Applicants from non-EU countries are not eligible.

Selection procedure
The selection process does not include rankings or numerical scores.
Candidates will be evaluated by an International Selection Committee, composed of representatives of the

partner organizations of the European project “Spiritual Music”, on the basis of artistic quality, consistency
with the project, and research and communication skills.
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A central element of the selection will be a CREATIVITY TEST, alongside the evaluation of the candidate’s
overall artistic background.

Creativity test

Each candidate must submit one original audio track featuring organ accompaniment to a given vocal
line, created wusing one vocal track of their choice available at the following link:
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/dhrvzforghhz4mxy4eqnu/ABpjZQZTkuk8ZTJJ GXsiAA?
rikey=q9y778dc33uo9gxvg3x0001t4&st=bmhw4g99&dI=0

The original composition must demonstrate:

e musical sensitivity

e reinterpretation/rendition ability

o diversity of musical language

e the relationship between voice and organ

Required materials

To participate in the CALL, applicants must submit a single online application including:

1. Artistic CV in PDF format

2. At least 2 and up to a maximum of 4 links (public or private) to live concert performances and/or
studio or home recordings on streaming and content-sharing platforms (e.g. YouTube, SoundCloud,
Bandcamp). Spotify links are not accepted.

Each candidate must be clearly identifiable as the actual performer in at least one video content.

3. One audio file in a standard format (MP3 / WAV) corresponding to the creativity test

All materials must be submitted by completing the Google Form available at the following link:
https://forms.gle/3qg9W1Su5f74WGUAS9

Applications will be accepted starting from 16 February 2026 and no later than 23:59 on 19 April 2026.
Late, incomplete, or non-compliant applications will not be considered.

Evaluation criteria

The Committee will assess:
¢ originality and artistic quality of the proposal
e consistency with the themes of Spiritual Music
¢ ability to move across different repertoires and styles
e overall quality of the artistic trajectory

e aptitude for communication, mediation, and musical outreach
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Outcome of the CALL

At least 3 creative organists will be selected to take part in the activities planned within the “Spiritual Music”
project, according to modalities and timelines that will be communicated to the selected candidates.

In particular, the selected creative organists deemed eligible will become part of the European project
“Spiritual Music” and will gain access to the following opportunities:

e Official participation in the European project “Spiritual Music” as selected artists

e Involvement in artistic and research activities (residencies, concerts, performances, study
sessions, and opportunities for exchange), according to the schedule defined by the project partners

e Collaboration with an international network of European cultural institutions and operators,
fostering the exchange of practices, languages, and visions

e Performance opportunities and international visibility within public events, concerts, and
outreach activities included in the project

e Enhancement of the artistic profile through communication, documentation, and dissemination
activities curated by the project partners

e |Inclusion in a cultural outreach pathway aimed at promoting spiritual organ music to diverse
audiences, including non-specialist ones

Participation in the project does not constitute a cash prize, but rather a pathway of artistic, professional,
and international development, in line with the values of cooperation, inclusion, and innovation promoted
by the Creative Europe programme.

The selected creative organists will be announced, unless extensions apply, by 26 April 2026, through an
update on the webpage: www.musicamorfosi.it/spiritual-music-creative-europe

Final provisions

Participation in the CALL implies full acceptance of the present call for applications. The project reserves the
right to adapt activities according to the artistic and organizational needs of the project.

The creative organists selected through the CALL commit to taking part in the activities proposed and agreed
upon with the promoters and partners of the “Spiritual Music” project, led by the musical cultural association
Musicamorfosi. For information and further details regarding the European project and this CALL, please
write to: spiritualmusic@musicamorfosi.it

Seveso (ltaly), 16 February 2026

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European
Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.

a project by partner in cooperation with
a INT} (|| Govern de L . .
m Co-funded by )\ \( TALLER J Z Z 'ml Il Balears | institut d'estudis !
the European Union _/ i DE MUSICS T Comolariada Txime, balearics Jazzmine.'World
SPIRITUAL MUSIC AN Eaponts



Selection Process

By the closing date, seven (7) applications were received from candidates based in six European
countries. All applicants confirmed their availability to travel within Europe for project activities
and provided the required consent for the processing of personal data and the use of
audio/video/image material.

The applications were reviewed by an international evaluation committee composed of
representatives of the Spiritual Music partner organisations: Saul Beretta for Musicamorfosi, Rosa
Galbany for Taller de Musics, and Ciprian Moga for the Jazz Festivals & Events Foundation. Each
candidate's artistic CV and submitted audio recording, together with the additional video and audio
material provided, were assessed against the following element:

— Originality and artistic quality of the submitted proposal;

— Coherence with the themes and objectives of the Spiritual Music project;
— Ability to move across different repertoires, styles and musical languages;
— Overall quality and consistency of the candidate's artistic path;

— Aptitude for communication, mediation and music outreach/divulgation.

On the basis of the evaluation described above, the committee selected four creative organists,
rather than the three initially envisaged, in light of the high overall quality of the applications
received and the complementarity of the profiles identified. In particular, the fourth candidate will
be involved specifically in the project's workshop activities, given her high profile.

The selected artists — two men and two women — are:

— Roberto Olzer (Italy). He will take part in the musical activities in Italy

— Lloreng Barcelo6 (Spain). He will take part in the musical activities in Spain

— Kirke Karja (Estonia). She will take part in the musical activities in Romania

— Catalina Vicens (Germany, resident in Italy). She will take part in workshops in Italy

Profiles of the Selected Organists

Roberto Olzer - A classically trained musician, Roberto Olzer is also an eclectic arranger, organist
and pianist active in numerous successful jazz and pop ensembles, and a long-standing collaborator
of Antonella Ruggiero.

Kirke Karja - A leading figure of the Estonian jazz scene, Kirke Karja studied classical and jazz
piano at the Estonian Academy of Music and holds a doctorate on compositional techniques in
contemporary jazz. In Italy she is noted for being the first woman to win the Gaslini Prize.

Lloren¢ Barcel6 - A keyboardist, Hammond organist and composer from Mallorca, Lloreng
Barcel6 is known for his versatility across jazz, blues and fusion. Trained at the Taller de Musics in
Barcelona, he is celebrated for his international collaborations, notably with global superstar
Rosalia.



Catalina Vicens - An organist and harpsichordist, Catalina Vicens is recognised as one of the
foremost experts in Italian Renaissance music and a leading authority on historical musical
instruments, their construction, history and performance potential.



